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How this package uses the source materials

The source set contains 13 files: a teaching index, lesson planning guidance, movie selection notes,
Miracle Worker part questions and booklet, a Helen Keller background presentation, picture
matching and picture summary slides, and question sets for Matilda and The Ron Clark Story. The
revised seminar preserves the sequence in movies_plan.pdf: prediction, viewing tasks and follow-up
speaking.

The ten-part Miracle Worker packet provides the main method example. The new information gap
and supportive dialogue activities are editorial extensions. They are not presented as activities
documented in the original files.

Selecting and preparing a scene

Choose a scene with a clear interaction and enough visible context to support the language. Watch it
several times, confirm your film version, note your own start and stop points, and test the questions
against that excerpt. The source files do not establish reliable timestamps across different editions.

Prepare only a few essential words. Use English subtitles selectively after an initial attempt if they
help learners connect sound and language. Provide written context or descriptive support when
visual or hearing access requires it.

A range of exercises

Prediction: learners describe a picture, make a prediction and give a reason. Return to their
prediction after viewing.

Matching: learners match an original event description to a teacher-selected picture, then explain
their clue.

Speaker intention: learners identify who expresses an idea and explain the purpose in their own
words.

True or false with correction: include statements students can check from the selected excerpt.
Require a correction and evidence, not just a tick.

Event order: pairs arrange four scene events and tell the story using first, then, after that and finally.

Information gap: partners receive different original clues and ask questions to reconstruct the
situation.

Character comparison: learners describe different responses and explain which they would choose.
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Alternative dialogue: pairs write and perform a respectful response to the same problem.

Film project: groups select a theme, prepare a short spoken presentation and invite a question from
another group.

Film specific adaptations

The Miracle Worker: focus on communication, meaning and support. Replace older deficit language
in background materials with respectful descriptions. Ask what barriers the characters face and what
support helps communication. Treat coercive actions and outdated attitudes as issues for critical
discussion.

Matilda: focus on how adults respond to a child’s needs. Invite students to suggest kind and fair
responses. Avoid reenacting humiliating treatment.

The Ron Clark Story: compare teacher responses and ask what learners would adapt to their own
classroom. Do not present a dramatised scene as proof that a technique works universally.

Question selection and feedback

The original worksheets contain extensive question lists. Select a manageable subset for each
viewing. Put basic understanding before interpretation. Use follow-up questions such as What did
you notice? and Could another explanation fit?

Closed-question keys depend on the exact scene and film version. Verify them before teaching. Open
opinion tasks accept different answers when students give relevant reasons. No universal film-
answer key is included in this package.

Observing speaking

Use four criteria scored 0, 1 or 2: message clarity, relevant scene evidence, interaction with a
partner, and use of suitable language. A score of 0 means not yet shown, 1 means shown with
support, and 2 means shown independently. Total 0—-8. Use this as a classroom observation aid, not a
validated proficiency scale.

Give one positive comment and one achievable improvement. Delay grammar correction until the
speaking ends, unless meaning breaks down. Repeat with a new partner so feedback becomes
usable.

Editorial decisions

The revision omits the unsupported statement that 80 percent of information is visual and avoids
categorising students as fixed auditory or visual learner types. It makes no numerical claim about
effectiveness.

Distribute the new teaching documents and original activities through the archive. Feature film
video, long script extracts and film stills are not packaged here. Teachers should check the conditions
of their own access before showing or distributing film content.
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