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Improving Speaking Skills Through Class 
Presentations 

Speaker's Notes 

Developed by Halis Bereket 

1. Title 
Open by explaining that this seminar is based on classroom-tested presentation activities and archived materials. 

Emphasize that the aim is practical: helping students speak more, speak better and speak with an audience in mind. 

2. Why class presentations? 
Explain that presentations create a reason for speaking. The learner prepares, organizes ideas, speaks to real 

listeners and receives questions. The audience also practises listening and responding. 

3. The speaking development pathway 
Show the progression from short controlled speaking to longer communicative events. This helps teachers avoid 

asking students to give long presentations before they are ready. 

4. A practical map of classroom presentation types 
Introduce the three main families: individual, pair and group presentations. Mention that different formats suit 

different levels and different classroom goals. 

5. Good presentations are taught, not expected 
Stress that successful presentations require training. Students need models, useful phrases, notes, visuals, practice 

and transparent evaluation criteria. 

6. Presentation language 
Review the Introduction - Body - Conclusion pattern. Give one or two classroom examples for each stage. 

7. Starting strongly 
Students often feel most nervous at the beginning. Purpose statements and effective openings give them a safe start 

and help the audience follow. 

8. Visuals should support speech 
Explain the principle: visuals support speaking; they should not replace it. Students should not simply read what is 

on the screen. 
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9. Individual presentations 
Show how many entry points are possible: very short prepared speeches, poem reading, picture description, book 

reviews and formal speeches. 

10. Timed independent speaking 
Explain the 15-second preparation and 45-second response format. It trains quick planning, examples and concise 

speaking. 

11. Pair presentations 
Pair formats increase interaction. Students must listen, take turns, respond and stay within roles. 

12. Group presentations 
Panel discussions, drama and sketch add cooperation, role distribution and classroom audience involvement. 

13. Question time 
Question time is not an extra. It is one of the most communicative parts of the task. Encourage the audience to 

prepare questions while listening. 

14. The teacher’s role 
The teacher is guide, organizer, consultant, supporter and evaluator. The teacher creates the conditions for success 

rather than simply judging the final performance. 

15. Assessment 
Introduce the evaluation categories: preparation, organization, content, presentation, oral skills and answering 

questions. Explain that visible criteria reduce anxiety. 

16. Sample classroom procedure 
Walk teachers through a step-by-step application. This slide can be used as the practical blueprint for 

implementation. 

17. What students gain 
Summarize learner outcomes: confidence, fluency, structure, audience awareness, listening and interaction. 

18. Problems and solutions 
Acknowledge common difficulties and offer practical solutions. This makes the seminar realistic and teacher-friendly. 
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19. Seminar package 
Explain the final package: PPTX, procedure, notes, handout and forms. The archive material becomes reusable and 

shareable. 

20. Closing 
End with the main message: students do not only present information; they practise becoming speakers, listeners 

and responders. 


